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Publication Guidelines 

I. Overview 
Within the IFF Working Paper Online we publish papers related to our main research topics: federalism, 

decentralisation, democracy and human rights. This series is intended to provide an early means of 

publication prior to further development of the work.  

II. Pre-publication status 
The researcher must guarantee that he/she is the sole author of the work, that the work is original and 

that it has not been published yet. It is possible to write the paper in co-authorship.  

III. Plagiarism 
The use of someone else’s work, ideas or arguments as if they were your own, or the use of sources 

without proper credit is considered plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offence. If detected, it is reported 

to the rectorate and an investigation will be initiated. If plagiarism is proven, the rectorate can impose 

disciplinary punishment including fines. 

IV. Eligibility for submission 
The IFF Working Paper Online accepts papers for consideration from scholars mainly within the Insti-

tute of Federalism, from visiting researchers as well as from participants of our Summer University and 

our advanced training programs. However, in agreement with the IFF, papers of other authors may be 

accepted. The IFF Working Paper Online is open to papers from all disciplines. 

V. Language 
The preferred language for manuscripts submitted to the IFF Working Paper series is English. However, 

the Institute of Federalism may, after prior consultation, accept manuscripts in French, German, Italian, 

Romansh, Spanish and Chinese.  

VI. Content  
Working Papers should be relevant to our main research topics as mentioned in the section «Re-

search». The papers have to be in accordance with international academic standards. Their content 

must be supported by up-to-date references and must correspond to the current state of the art. Be-

sides, papers need to consist of scientific contributions. Advocacy papers are not accepted.  

VII. Structure and Length 
The text must be structured into introduction, main text and conclusion. The papers must contain a 

table of contents and a bibliography. There should be an abstract of maximum 10 lines following the 

table of contents, as well as keywords to topically categorize the paper. We recommend a minimum 

of 10 and a maximum of 25 pages for the papers.  

http://www.unifr.ch/ius/federalism_en/research
http://www.unifr.ch/ius/federalism_en/research


VIII. Formal Requirements 

A. Formatting 
Please use our format template, which is available upon request. 

B. Citation Form 
For publications in the IFF Working Paper Series, the IFF uses the following citation style (in-text (au-

thor-date) or in footnote). Other styles are acceptable, but must in any case be consistent. Please, 

where one exists, include the DOI (in hyperlink) rather than the URL to the reference. 

Journal article: 

Jacoby, W.G. & Schneider, S.K., Variability in State Policy Priorities – An Empirical Analysis, The Jour-

nal of Politics, 63 (2), 2001, 544–568. https://doi.org/10.1111/0022-3816.00078. 

[If footnote: (first page) specific page. E.g. (544) 563.] 

Book: 

Watts, R.L., Comparing Federal Systems – Third Edition, Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s Uni-

versity Press, 2008. 

[If footnote: add page number at the end.] 

Chapter in an edited volume: 

Wiens, J.A., Avian Community Ecology: An Iconoclastic View, in A.H. Brush & G.A. Clark (eds.), Per-

spectives in ornithology, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983, 355–403. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511759994.012. 

[If footnote: (first page) specific page. E.g. (355) 379.] 

Working paper: 

Fernández, Ó., Reforming the Spanish Senate: a federalist proposal, IFF Working Paper Online No 

1, Fribourg, January 2015. https://doi.org/10.51363/unifr.diff.2015.01. 

[If footnote: add page number at the end.] 

Internet source: 

Boffey, D., Negotiations on Chagos Islands’ sovereignty face legal challenge, The Guardian, 9 Janu-

ary 2023, available at https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/09/negotiations-chagos-is-

lands-sovereignty-legal-challenge-talks-uk-mauritius (accessed 16 January 2023).  

[Preferably the DOI instead of the URL, if available] 

https://doi.org/10.1111/0022-3816.00078
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511759994.012
https://doi.org/10.51363/unifr.diff.2015.01
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/09/negotiations-chagos-islands-sovereignty-legal-challenge-talks-uk-mauritius
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/09/negotiations-chagos-islands-sovereignty-legal-challenge-talks-uk-mauritius
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IX. Submission procedure 
Authors must submit an electronic copy by e-mail to Yvonne Heiter-Steiner, or to the person they have 

been in contact with regarding their Working Paper, in Word (.doc) file format.  

All works submitted will be reviewed by members of the editorial committee. A feedback is usually 

given within eight weeks upon submission. The work can be accepted, rejected or returned to the 

author with recommendations to revise and resubmit. Please be aware that the Institute endeavors to 

publish research studies of an enhanced scientific level only in order to guarantee a high standard of 

research.  

X. Publication 
The work will be published as part of the IFF Working Paper Online. All papers will be published in pdf-

format on our website and on the FOLIO repository, and will be downloadable free of charge.  

XI. Copyright and Reserved Rights 
This work is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0): 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0.  

 

 

Papers, therefore, are open access and can be downloaded, redistributed and referenced uncondition-

ally, yet must always be referenced properly. Articles should not be published simultaneously in other 

Working Paper Series, except for peer-reviewed journals or as a chapter of an edited book. In the latter 

case, the Institute of Federalism has to be informed prior to the publication. Errors and opinions ex-

pressed in the paper are in the responsibility of the author.  

XII. Disclaimer 
The papers are published in the name of the author. Her/his view does not necessarily reflect the view 

of the Institute of Federalism. 

 

mailto:yvonne.heiter-steiner@unifr.ch
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

